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Mated from the Guangdong Dance School, Leung joined the
Hong Kong Dance Company (HKDC) in 1981 among its first cohort
of principal dancers. As a choreographer, he has created a string
of acclaimed dance productions, including The Story of Zhou Xuan,
Suppressed Romance, Rouge (a collaborative work with dancer/
choreographer Shu Qiao), Parting at the River Yi, Evacuation Order.

Served as Assistant Artistic Director of HKDC since 2005,

producing critically acclaimed works such as Classical Retrospective,

Big Panda in a Big Big World, King of Fairy Tale: The Eternal Child and

The Smiling Proud Wanderer, the latter toured Shanghai and received
rave reviews from Mainland critics.

In 2007/08 Qingming Riverside, the epic dance poem he created to

commemorate the 10th Anniversary of Hong Kong's unification with China,
was staged at the 5th Beijing Arts Festival and included in the line-up of
the "Meet In Beijing 2008" Arts Festival held at the National Centre for

the Performing Arts. The success achieved by the epic production was
further recognised with the 2008 Hong Kong Dance Awards.

Created The Call of Life to raise funds for earthquake victims in Sichuan
in 2008; he also contributed to the choreography of The Equine Capital Hong
Kong, Hong Kong's contribution to the opening ceremony of the Beijing 2008
Olympic Games held in the National Stadium, also known as the Bird's Nest.
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Qingming Riverside was hailed as an exquisite piece of Chinese
dance poem; Leung Kwok-shing dance renditions of Jin Yong
classics were well received by the local audience. Imbuing Chinese
dance theatre with a distinct Hong Kong flavour, Leung's work fared
well with Mainland experts and gamered critical industry acclaim.

A Bumper-Harvest Year

The year 2007/08 holds a special significance for the dance
choreographer. Not only did he reap a bumper harvest (a total
of five choreographic works), his dedication to Chinese dance
was finally rewarded with industry-wide recognition. He is
particularly pleased with the rapport he established with the
Beijing audience and the critical acclaim bestowed on him by
experts and scholars of the arts discipline, who anointed his
work as the "New Rhyme of Classic Dance". He is overwhelmed
with honour to have choreographed The Equine Capital Hong
Kong, the Hong Kong segment of the opening ceremony of the
Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, which was watched by billions
of audiences and captured the imagination of people all over
the world. "You should have seen the dancers erupting into
a euphoric celebration after the performance," remembered
Leung, who himself stepped aside and took a quiet moment to
savour the experience.

Distilling Emotions into Dance

With fluent strokes of the body language, Leung paints a rich and
delicate portrait of human nature and sentiments in Qingming
Riverside, The Smiling Proud Wanderer and The Call of Life.
The calm, rustic elegance of Chinese ink painting beautifully
illustrated by his choreography has become his signature style.

Finding inspiration in the martial arts novels of Jin Yong, he
impressed viewers with the dance renditions of The Smiling
Proud Wanderer, Snow Fox (with the production of Condor Hero
on the horizon) and brought HKDC works to a wider audience.
When asked to explain the secret of the popularity of his Jin
Yong adaptations, Leung said, "A twinge of love and staunch
loyalty that tugged at heartstrings." In what ways, then, does
love and loyalty find its expression in his dramatic dance? "The
sentiments are conveyed to the audience by the language of
dance and a well-crafted plot," he explained. Jin Yong praised
the play's "brilliant choreography and exceptional structure”,
which sums up the very reason for its popularity.
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Multiple Recognition

Leung talked about his future plans with a palpable sense of
excitement and anticipation: "My heart is throbbing with the
desire to create. To create is life, and the fire inside me never
burns out." In addition to Condor Hero, the last instalment in the
Jin Yong trilogy, Leung is contemplating a dance drama based on
the Song poet Su Shi.

The award bears significance on several levels. First and foremost,
it is a firm recognition of his lifelong pursuit of Chinese dance;
second, it represents acceptance and embrace by the local
audience; last and most importantly, it symbolises a nod of
approval from across industry in Hong Kong and the Mainland
for his choreography — Chinese dance imbued with a distinct
Hong Kong flavour. In taking Chinese dance forward and to the
next level, he stresses the importance of weaning away from the
tradition. The achievements and recognition received will drive the
choreographer to create and better his vision of theatrical dance.

Panelists' opinion

After several years of foundation work, Leung Kwok-shing will be
remembered in 2008 for his hugely important contributions to the
dance world and to the popularisation of Chinese dance in Hong Kong.
In 2007/08, he choreographed several works including Qingming
Riverside and The Equine Capital Hong Kong. Leung is especially
noted for his choreographic work that oozes with local character while
maintaining its ethnical roots. His ability to reinvent and expand the
roles that Hong Kong dance plays is the mark of a truly exceptional

dance choreographer.






